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Jeremiah, chap. vii. ver. - 6s 


e Thus ſayeth the Lord of Hoſts, the Cod of Ih 
.  rael; amend your ways and your doing, and 
N 1 evil cauſe A to oO in this wo.” | 


——— 


HE Prophet. i in Obedience: to the. com. 

1 mand of God, ſtanding in the Gate of 

the Lord's Houſe, and proclaiming his Word, 
opens the awful commiſſion, with which he 

Was charged, of Exhortation to Repentance, | 

of the mercies and promiſes of God, and 
threatenings of his terrible vengeance upon 
Judah for her Iniquities, in theſe ſolemn 
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terms Px. eſeribed by the Lord.—-Heur the | 0 
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| the Lord of Ho lofts, i the God of Iſrael ; — your 
' ways and your doings, and 5s we 19 50 J ta 


dwell in this me. 


BE. 


| 


"oo ; Th 


Similarto This of Jeremiah, are all the decla. 
| ations of God to his people Iſrael by. Moſes, 


and his ſervants the Prophets: and they are 
abundantly. verified and exemplified in fact 
throughout the ſacred hiſtories of Scripture , 


the Diſtreſs and Calamities, the Proſperity wg 
Exaltations of Iſrael being proportionate to 


| their Obedience or Diſobedience" to the com- 


mandments. of i mar We 


: M 


' The direct inferences n this moſt i im- 


portant paſſage of the Prophet, are the great- 
neſs of the Majeſty of God, the ſupremacy of 
his Dominion and Government, and the 


greatneſs of his mercy and goodneſs to his 
People, in making their amendment and re- 


formation to be the Condition of his Protec- 


tion, and of the Pe manency of their State. 


For he faith, If you amen your ways Foil cauſe 

vou 10 del in this place. | {It i is not againſt the 
2 Taolatries” only of. Hrael that the wrath and | 
dagen of the Lordis threatened, nor for 
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wa departure only from the Living God id” - 
the Service of Idols, that his Vengeance was 
executed; but for the Breaches alſo of thoſe _ 
ſtatutes and ordinances, which he had given 
them reſpecting their virtuous and moral con- a 
duct, and rules of their political Government: 
Ordinances, w which his moſt gracious good. | 
neſs eſtabliſhed for the ſecurity and advance- 
ment, both their individual, and of their ſo-, 
cial r and national Proſperity. | 


| The mercles of God 400 e ere deliver- 
ances of his People, the, Diſtreſs and Calam- 
ities which he brought upon them for their 
wickedneſs. and preverſeneſs; His promiſes 
of forgiveneſs, and repeated actual reſtoration . 
ol them to his favour and protection upon 1 
their Repentance and turning again unto him, 
were ſubjects interwoven in the frame of their 
religion; 3 Which continually reiterated the 
the folemn call to their remembrance of the 
Mercies and udgments 'of the Lord: They 
were required alſo by the expreſs injunAions : 
| of his commands to have them ever before 
their eyes, and to tranſmit the perpetual me- 
. morial of them from Generation to Genera- 
8 os tion 


_ 
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. chat the interpoſition of Providence is to be 
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K 6 J: 8 
tion of their Children. Thus, to the people, 


of Ifrael was the Greatneſs and Majeſty of the 


Almighty, and the ſenſe of their entire De. 
pendence upon him kept aliye i in their minds; 


The recollection of his Goodneſs and Promi. 
3 ſes, to win them to repentance, and to truſt 


and confidence in his Mercy ; ; and the re- 


membrance of his Judgments to deter them 
from Difobedience.; and, from the wondrous 
works, which he wrought for them, to evince 
and impreſs upon their hearts that God was 
5 their Judge, their Governor and Lord; 5 that 
He was their 8 Strength and their Defence, their 
Saviour, their God, their N. ight, in whom they 
ſhould truſt, the Horn of their Salvution and their 
b Refuge : : "That. They ſhould bunble themſelves 


3 before him, ſhould turn and cry unto him in their 


diftreſs, . and be -would hear them * ble 
TM aut. rf thei, ks, 
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. is not anly i in he Hiſtory K the Je ens, 


found in Scripture; but in the fate alſo of 


5 other Nations: and the hand of the Lord i is 
1 cg clearly . evident in the government of the | 


oſeth 
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Kitlors i upon earth. He it the Fudge, and put: 
eth down one, and raiſeth up another; accord- 
ing as he ſeeth good in his Wiſdom, and the 
righteous Diſpenſations of Us Government. | 
Extend the view, and the hiſtory of all na- 
tions concurs, in a manner univerſally, in the 
idea of à Superior Power controuling the af. 
fairs of the world; which is apparent in the 
general conduct of mankind. On what other 
eue with reſpeat'" to public TORR | 


Itidiiten of er ü n 
| . ptions have their Prayers and Meg, 


 thelf e © and Than 


vals t fete eren eee n 
| with "the een ef eftabliſhing'ts Tucceeding 
4 Generations a ſacred memorial of the great 
and intereſting events, in which themſcives 
| had deen 10 intimately concerned; not only 

us marks to them, by Which in like circum. 
F Kinces their conduct mi ight be directed, but 
1 43a feen fo of a fuprenie Tower, upon Which 
| 255 * wy nf 
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The E. 1curean, M te ia iſt nd Poet tells 
us, that Tear firſt introduced Gods into the world; 


t 


4 


and from the ſavage « excels: of barbarous Su- 


- 


perſtition, he charges the enormit 
deu, Rear: anne ene N 


an x ob- 
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5 456 45 
and indignation, and execute his vengeance 
with the extremeſt ſeverity. 


5 


Many ſuch extraordinary events are in 


truth to be ſupplied from Hiſtory, as may, 
undoubtedly, well ſuſtain the idea of the ſu- 
perintendence and direction of Providence: 


and it is frequently obſervable that they were 


fo conſidered by the times in which they hap- 


pened; as may more particularly be ſeen 
from thoſe public and religious commemora- 
tions, which have been inſtituted under ſuch 
perſuaſion, for the memorial of the Calam- 
ities or Deliverances of Nations, We need 
not to reſort to foreign inſtances: - In ourſelves 
they abound ſufficiently, to call forth our deep- 


eſt Humiliation and Sorrow, our triumphant 
Gratitude and Joy. Such have been the 


works of the Eord in our Afllictions, and in 
the Greatneſs of his Deli verances! 1 It is not 


for us to ſay, in national Calamities, that wes 
or any other nation have been greater Sinners | 


than others; nor in our Proſperity and Deli- 


verances, have been more Righteous than 
others. x Neither the Galilzans lain by Pilate, 
nor, e men cruſhed under the Tower of 

B 1 Siloam, 


o 


d 1 
$'loam, were ſinners above all the Galilzafis, 
nor above all that dwelt i in Jeruſalem : : the 


deduQion from them is, Except we repent we 


periſh The  Fudgments of the Lord are un- 


| ſearchable, and his Ways pdf finding. SED 


It is enough for us to Enow that God puniſh: 


eth and rewardeth the nations, according to 


their Iniquities or Righteouſneſs; ; and that 


his Judgments are full 105 Righteouſneſs und 
yy” | 8 1 


AN in 
9 


The Humilatton of this 420 preſents us 


with one of the moſt awful, and, at the time, 


ED unparralleled occurrences in the annals of 


mankind :—would to God it might ever have 


ſtood unparalleled ! The lawful Sovereign of 


a great and enlightened Wa ; a Prince; 


brave and generous, good, virtuous and pious, 


attached to the Proſperity, Conſtitution, and 


| Religion of his Country, in the midſt of his 


- Capital; and undef the windows of his Palace, 
periſhing publickly on the Scaffold! baſely 


and foully © murdeted by a wicked and hypo- 


* critical Combination, under pretended fanQti- 


ons of conſcience and Law, and the willing 
8 of national Jani But in defiance 
of 


e 
of all Law, and of the general ſenſe of the 


Nation! , And thus, after the long and bloody 


calamities of rebellious and inteſtine War, a 
War raiſed and inflamed on both ſides, by 
private ambition and animoſities, ſuſpicions 
and uncharitable jealouſies, religious intoler- 
ance and fanaticiſm, by craft and treacheries 
both to the Prince and People, cloſing at laſt 
the awful ſcene with his death, and filling up, 


with his blood, the full meaſure and infamy of 


their atrocious iniquities, and of their ſubver- 


ſion of the Laws and Conſtitution of the 


Kingdom! Ta an event fo, aſtoniſhing, (to 


uſe the language of the noble Hiſtorian) Se 


many marvellous, circumſtances contributed, as 


nen might well think that Heaven and Earth had 


ee the ruin 4 the unfortunate M onarch. 


Ithiok bog 1. am fully 3 in this 
repreſentation, and in any expreſſions, which 
might convey an adequate deteſtation of the ü 


heniouſneſs of this vile tranſaction. Far is it, 5 


however, from my thoughts, to mean by it 
any countenance to the notion of: an abſolute, 
indefeaſible and divine Right in Kings.— 
From the conſequences, which ſeem, immedi- 
2 | B 2 ; BEE N 
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ately to attend ſuch notion, ſubverſive of thoſe | 
_ gfacious purpoſes, for which God hes been 


pleaſed to ordain, and is the Supporter of 
Governments, I feel its repugnance to the 
natural and civil Kights of Men, and eſpeci- 


ally to that ineſtimable Conſtitution, with 


which his goodneſs and mercy had favoured 
Us; and, after its diſſolution as on this day, 
not only has reinſtated to us again, but alſo, 
through many perils and attacks (which with. 
out his protection had been irreſiſtable) has 


preſeryed, improved, and ſtrengthened to 


theſe times. His moſt gracious Providence 


planted at ſirſt and deep-rooted this Vine 
among us; which, after having been cut 
down, and burnt as it were with fire, ſhot 
forth again its branches ; and nouriſhed with 
the dews of Heaven, now flouriſhes in ſtrength 


and beauty. Great, indeed, and infinite have 
been the mercies of our N PTL 


I Wy leſt in the Proſperity, to which out 
of our affliction he has raiſed us, we forget 
the Lord our Cod. What return then ſhall we 


meke for his Goodneſs and Mercies to us 


Let us humble vurſelves before him, and turn 
unto 


* 


8 
unto him in ſincerity of Heart, with Contri- 
tion and Repentance, and amend our ways,— 
God knows, and every ſerious man, with any 

powers of obſervation and reflection, mult feel 
the neceſſity; and be deeply ſenſible, what 
little pretenſion our Righteouſneſs can claim 
to the favour of the Almighty. We talk of 
Reform: Let us not forget that moſt neceſſary 
and indiſpenſible Reformation, the Reforma. 
tion of our Hearts and Lives to God; the 1 
ſureſt baſis of national felicity. Eſſential „ | 


points, in which this true patriotiſm may be 
; - exerted, are ſurely obvious. The extrava- 


gance of Gaming, and inceſſant courſe of | 
Diffipation, that giddy and paſſionate purſuit 0 
of Amuſement and Entertainment; to ſay 2 

nothing of the groſſer and vicious Indulgen- 
ces; too clearly declare us to be lovers Ple .. 
fure, rather than of God, and call upon us for 4 
their correction. What ſhall we ſay to that OP. 
thoughtleſs negle& and careleſs indifference to 1 
Religion and its ſolemn inſtitutions, which too 


generally pervade all ranks of people „„ 
that reſolution of Chriſtianity into a ſyſtem 1 
5 of mere Morality; that encreaſing Scepticiſm | 
by and Oppoſition to its elleutial doctrines, the 
91 Redemption, 


1 * 4 


Redemption, the Divinity, Atonement and 


Satisfaction of Chriſt? If we are required to 


be Doers of the Mord; the Scripture alſo com- 
mands us 70 Believe. And can any reaſon be 
aſſigned, why God, in the courſe of our trial, 

ſhould not require from us an Intellectual, as 
well as Corporeal Obedience? And is it not 
a moſt important and awful Conſideration; if 


infidelity and Irreligion are criminal in the 


ſight of God; whether we have not too much 


teaſon ourſelves to apprehend his diſpleaſure ? 


Conſider well, and, ſhould any of theſe reflec- 
tions apply to any one of us, if we feel it, 


let each of us forſake ſuch his iniquity, and 


amend our ways. God then will bleſs us, ſhew 
as the light of his Countenance, and be merciful 
unto us. And indeed (which is more particu- 
larly applicable to this preſent occaſion) it is 
not among the leaſt of his mercies, that the 
Lord ; before whom the Nations are.as a Drop of 
a Bucket, and all Nations are as Nothing, and 
are counted to him leſs than Nothing, and 
Vanity; that He ſhould ſo regard the affairs of 
men, as to give the ſupreme ſanction of his 


interference, to the eſtabliſhment” and main« 


tenance of Government, by his rewarding 


and 


„ 
From 


1 E Y 
and puniſhing the Righteouſneſ: and Iniqui- 
ties of Nations ; : and to enforce the ſubordi- 
nation' of Men to rule, and invigorate the au- 
7 thoritative coercion of Law ; Eſſentials to the 
well-being and happineſs of n e and 
of Incividuals. | 918 | 


1 * 
1 
” 


x we attend further to the modes, in which 
„ his Judgments are inflicted, his Goodneſs is 
evident alſo in them. It is but rarely that the 
immediate arm of his vengeance is to be ſeen: 
' Who could abide it? Men are more uſually the 
miniſters of his anger : : By his permiſſion the 
Fury of their paſſions i is let looſe upon the land, 
to Ravage, Havock, and Defolation ; and they 5 
become upon themſelves the mercileſs execu⸗ 
tioners of the dreadful ſentence of his wrath : 
at the ſame time teaching us by the miſerable 
Conſequences of their exceſs and violence, 
how neceſſary and beneficial to mankind the 
reſtraints of Subordination and Government 
are; and in what manner men may beſt co- 
operate with the gracious purpoſes and loving 
kindneſs of the Lord in their Inſtitution and | 
U e re? Rn at 
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The hiſtories of the times and of this iniqult⸗ 
| ous, and fatal day. Are before us; ; A ſtriking and 
terrible example ! Nor have ſucceeding times 
to theſe. days been without their alarming 


threatnings, and fearful expectations. Nay, 
this Preſent Moment hangs lowering over ue 


with the ſtorms of War, Confuſion, and Diſ- 
treſs of Nations; and ſhudders at the horrid 
enormities of Faction and Anarchy, recking, 
in our neighbouring Kinglom, with Blood 
ger at, each other, afd pi Real —_ gil 
greater-injuſtice and iniquity, if poſſible, the 
woeful * Tragedy of this day. Dreadful, 
dreadful ſcenes, of Terror, Miſery, and Dif- 
may! 1 Merciful God, ceaſe Their DiſtraQions, 
and avert them from Us! . 


The WHEAT? | 8 God has repeat - 
edly delivered us, and ſtayed the tempeſts of 
the rage of Men; has calmed their fury, and 
reſtored to us, Tranquillity and Peace: and, 
if we forſake our Iniquities : and anend our 
aht, will ſtill deliver and be merciful unto 
us. Ponder therefore theſe things, my breth- 


ren, 
| * Louis XVI. Kk. of Franc bek, at Pu 3 110. Jon 1793. 
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may he pour upon us, 


Faith, Repentance, 


— 
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* 
ae 


Obedience; the ſpi 
„Chriſtia 
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one another, as 


| heretofore, hat we 


moſt excellent Con- 
overnment, with 


ing, and con- 
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our God, And 
e ſpirit of Contrition, 
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Not be again conſumed - 
continue to protect, 


above all people — 
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erity long to reign | 
| patriotic Sove- 
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